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Dear Friends,

was in Chengdu, Sichuan, in March, meeting with

our Heifer China colleagues about further

strengthening our mutual efforts in helping families
get out of poverty. It was spring in Chengdu, a season
of renewed hope. Pink and white peach blossoms covered
entire hillsides, while the fields turned into bright yellow
seas of mustard green flowers.

It reminded me of my visit to villages in Xuanhan,
where Heifer International — Hong Kong donors are
providing good quality dairy cows for families to provide
for themselves. In Huachi Village, where Heifer has
been working for a number of years, we were
amazed at new, two-story brick houses — built by
“milk money” from Heifer cows — that stood next
to old, dilapidated wooden shacks that the families
used torlive in. The contrast could not be more
dramatic. Families proudly showed us their flushable
toilets (a brand new concept to them!) along with other
new home equipment that they could now afford.

‘What touched me the most, however, were the long-
faded “Heifer Project Recipient” signs that were still
displayed on the front doors of the rundown shacks.
They spoke of the families’ hard work to lift themselves
out of poverty, of commitment, of accountability.

As you read through the stories in this st issue of
“Heifer newsletter” you can also give the gift of life and
help put more “Heifer Project Recipient” signs on the
doors of families in remote China. Consider giving a
little amount per month to the “Monthly Donation Plan”
and becomes one of our “Builders of the Farm”.

On behalf of thousands of families we support in
China, we thank you for your partnership. Together,
we can make a difference greater than you’ll ever know!

Sincerely Yours,

Annie Fung
Executive Director

Heifer International — Hong Kong
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Children Changlng the World ZEF MBS RerooFeeo.
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eifer International — Hong Kong’s

Read to Feed program is empowering

children to transform their wishes for a
better world into reality.

Heifer International Hong Kong is reaching
out to children through Read to Feed, an incentive
program that encourages students to read books
to help impoverished families in China. Readers
get their own families and friends to sponsor them
for each book they read and then the group decides
what animals they would like to give. Apart from
the numerous benefits of reading, children from
preschool through secondary school also gain
knowledge about world issues such as hunger,
poverty and protecting the earth. Through Heifer’s
program cases, they discover how a simple gift of

farm animals can change the lives of struggling

Heifer Hour
NI R

Donors listen to Annie Fung, Executive Director,
introducing the Heifer approach to poverty alleviation.
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families and help them become self-reliant.

Since Heifer International —
Hong Kong started the program three
| years ago, many organizations have kindly
supported the program, contributing over
HK$2.5 million to support Heifer’s work
in China. This February, Hong. Kong
International School (HKIS) finished
running the program for the third year
and once again made the largest
contribution to the Read to Feed Program
' worldwide. The young keen readers have
"‘l been supporting our Miyun goats & sheep
project in Beijing. Amazed by the program
achievements, the Miyun County
Government has agreed to match the
project donation on a dollar-for-dollar
basis, hence doubling the funding!

Kiangsu Chekiang College — International
Section (KCIS) and Hong Kong (Ascot) Pre-School
& Playground have also recently completed the
program raising a whopping HK$18,000 and
HK$48,000 respectively! Many KCIS students
read 8-10 books over the 4-week program period.
A primary-5 girl read 33 books!

The experience of partnering with these young
readers to fight poverty has proven to us that, by
their sheer determination and imagination, children
really do have the power to change the world!
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Heartfelt thanks to the following individuals | organizations for their generous contribution to Heifer International

— Hong Kong over the last 6 months:
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INDIVIDUALS: ORGANIZATIONS:

Albert Shiu Mary Jane Elliott Brandworks Asia Company Ltd

Chen Shu Hsi Simon H. Ricketts Chinese International School, Secondary School — G12 Students
Derek Young Tony Lee Community Church of Hong Kong — Sunday School

Heather Friesen Tsui Wan Man Cross Roads International

Hyon O’ Brien Wendy Gan Delia School of Canada - Taikoo Shing

Ko Tsui Fun
Kylie Uebergang
Lam Family
Lam Pik Yiu

Karen Shum Hau Yan | Yvonne Lo
Li Sui Yuk 1

Heifer International - Hong Kong’s

New Cowshed!

Thanks to the generous sponsorship of the Lam Family, Heifer International —

for which we only pay a nominal rent.

Our new Address is: 9B, Kai Kwong Commercial Building, 332-334 Lockhart Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
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Hong Kong International School —
Hong Kong (Ascot) Pre-School & Playground
Kiangsu Chekiang College — International Section

Hong Kong has moved into a larger office

German Swiss International School, Secondary School

Primary School

Kiangsu Chekiang Primary School — International Section
Locomotive Productions Ltd
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T h e S p ri n g Of Gan t u 0 Vi I I a ge Tian Feng - Volunteer Cinematographer

he dry season in Liangshan Yi Autonomous Prefecture lasts from
November to May. Dust blows as I walk through the dry farmland of
Gantuo Village.

Ahutisha, 38, has a typical face of the Yi tribe with a long and pointed
nose. He is a recipient farmer of Heifer. He go‘t ten goats from Heifer more
tHan ten years ago at the most difficult time of his life. Hearing I am a Heifer
volunteer, he receives me with great enthusiasm.

Ahutisha bought a straw hut for 600 yuan when he got married in 1992
and he could only pay for that by installments. The only gift from his parents
was an iron pan and a plastic pail. When Heifer selected him as a recipient,
people doubted his ability to meet the “Passing on the Gifts” requirement.

“Passing on the Gifts” is one of the Heifer solutions to poverty alleviation.
The livestock recipients pass on the offspring of their animals to another
family in need so as to set off a chain of giving in an expanding circle of hope,
Ahutisha asked the director of the local Bureau of Animal Husbandry to
be his guarantor to get the 10 goats. The goats were worth 700 to 800 yuan

each only, but it was an important start-up capital for a farmer in extreme
poverty to develop his family. '

The whole Gantuo Village at that time was in absolute poverty and
never had any goat. With the support from Heifer, they began to raise
goats. Animal gifts soon kept being passed on from one family to another.
137 out of 186 families are now Heifer recipients and 136 families have
got out of poverty.

By now, Ahutisha’s family has passed on 14 goats. He built a new tile-
roof house in 1996 and it is equipped with a TV set. He sold some goats
last winter, but the family still has 17-goats, 2 pigs and 2 oxen. I am amazed
that 80 families including his in Gantuo Village have a telephone.

At night, the gusty winds roar throughout the pine woods. The sky
is overcast. My plan of sleeping under the starry sky has to be called off
but the dry land is about to be blessed with rain water for which has long
been prayed.

Project Visit by US Vice Consul of Shanghai

fter visiting five Heifer’s project villages around the Anhui Province in March, the US Vice

Consul in Shanghai, Mr Matthew Towner wrote to Jim DeVris, Senior Vice President,

International Program, Heifer International, giving encouraging comments to our field staff:

“While my visit to Heifer participant villages was brief, it was evident that the livestock, training,
and personal support provided by your programs in Anhui are making a real difference. _All the farmers
with whom we spoke reported marked improvements in their lives and living conditions since they

began participation. Some reported a doubling or tripling of their annual income.

Others showed us new homes they had built or new appliances they had bought. While still poor
by most measures, several farmers told me that the biggest benefit they felt was that they no longer
had to worry about living hand to mouth (in Chinese they call this “wenbao” or being warm and fed).

Perhaps even more inspiring is the impact local participants have on their neighbors.
In each village we visited participants indicated that their interest in the program spread
from the benefits they saw their neighbors accruing. In one case, a local farmer sent his
son to a two-month course on insemination techniques and now his farm has become a local

breeding center. Clearly, the Heifer spirit, not just the prospect of livestock and poultry,

is catching on.”
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an West, the founder of Heifer International, was known for his

« frugality. Friends and family tell how he used to refuse desserts, esides thjg S Newsleggey, « )
saying, “ I cannot eat cake until all the world hungry people . the Farp,» . . - €1, “By uilders of
have bread.” orld Ark, N H?le Teceive the
Right from its beginning in the 1940s, Heifer has made sure that Magazine prOdUCe;mth donoy
every dollar we receive goes as far as it possibly can. In the spirit of niter. n‘atzonal I the g by Y Heife,
=alsh b

Dan West, we work hard to make sure that the livestock and training
. we provide are appropriate and sustainable good value for the dollars
you so generously donate.
~ Since we are determined to make your gifts reach as many families
as we can, we are truly pleased to invite you to become one of our
“Builders of the Farm” through the monthly donation plan. Not only does
it make giving easier for you, but also keep our administrative costs down so
we can pass on more farm animals that will provide more families with
an ongoing source of food and income.
We encourage you to enroll — but whatever you decide, know that
we are deeply grateful that you share our vision of a world in which no one
need ever be hungry again.
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YES! I want to become a “Builder of the Farm”. =

RS  [BITe/MEE] - -
[] HK$100 per month  Enough for a Sheep in a year, giving wool for warm clothing and a stable stream of income for a family. [[] HK$1,200 per year
5 #Hs100 —AERMERR L AR - MR R T R BIER AR AR E A - A HES1,200

1 [] HK$2,400 per year

[] HK$200 per month Enough for a Pig & 2 flocks of ducks in a year, producing lots of piglets & ducklings and so multiplying a famlly s
; income and supplymg protein to a diet. E

7 #H#$200 AR R RS - 4L1FET%QEEFthﬁzﬂ’m\%%fﬂd\ﬂﬁ% 32 R AR AT LA A HEW$2,400
3 R A B AR L I RO
[] Other Amount HK$ ____ per month. For where most needed to enable families to become self-reliant.

DONOR DETAILS | HBRAEZER FBEURXERER) ! METHOD OF DONATION | #BFJ7A57% :

Mr | Miss | Mrs S84 77N/ KK - O Monthly Automatic Donation (Please send me an autopay form)
: 1 A BRI (FFar Tk A B EIREAR)
[ Credit Cardfs R4
[J American Express (#%F4%) [visa [IMaster

Tel 36 Fax 5 Card Holder’s Name fif-F A#E4 -

Credit Card Number {5 i R 95 :

Expiry Date A%CH ] :

[ Official recelpt is required (Donaﬁior‘ls over HK$ 100 are tax deductible) Clard Holder’s Signature {5 i R 2 A5
it BRI (GRHE RE— T o s b AT H RS Bl

Your personal data will only be used for issuing receipts & communications Please mail or fax 2368 0217 the completed form to us. )

purposes. Please let us know if you don't want mailings from us. TR L ARAR A M 5 AL 2368 0217 EARE - f

Address Hbik: :
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How was Heifer born?

: { farmer from the Midwestern U.S. named
Dan West was ladling out rations of
milk to hungry children during the

Spanish Civil War in the 30s when it hit him,

“These children don’t need a cup, they

need a cow”.

: e 3 West, who was serving as a Church of the
Brethren relief worker, was forced to decide who would receive the limited
rations and who wouldn’t — literally, who would live and who would die.
This kind of aid, he knew, would never be enough.

So West returned home to form Heifers for Relief, dedicated to ending
hunger permanently by providing families with livestock and training so that
they could be spared the indignity of depending on others to feed their children.

In 1944, the first shipment of 17 heifers left York, Pennsylvania, for
Puerto Rico, going to families whose malnourished children had never even
tasted milk.

Why heifers? These are young cows that haven’t yet given birth — making
them perfect not only for supplying a continued source of milk, but also for
supplying a continued source of support. That’s because each family receiving
a heifer agrees to “pass on the gift” and donate the female offspring to another
family, so that the gift of food is never-ending.

This simple idea of giving families a source of food rather-than
short-term relief caught on and has continued for almost 60 years. As a result,
millions of families in over 100 countries are experiencing better health,
more income and the joy of helping others.

BB/ A RYBE &

A=A PEHES
AR — A
U R B R A
TBRTEZUE ) SeF AN - 1] 288
BT LRI 2T R AR o AE R
WA I BUE R E B IR
8RR W — B
W o R AR E R > A A
| MRS CERAL
AN T AR R AR ) LR R O
o A 2 AR B BN K
Y BHANEE -
NN E SR R B S WA FINE L S E 2 E gy P -
B S AR S E /N SR A — A T B A 1
YRR 019 > S8R 5B [RGB 4 B9 — (A 2 A o R A5 5 Sh—
BRREE > A —AAGERE T % > B AR A2 -
B /IR AR SEAS AT 604F LA - — B SR RIS 907 Xk
JEF - B AT A R > B NEE A B ACTEHE B B A B 5K R R
HERREE - A AMAT S (@ FRATAS - SE e BT 19 B DL -

Heifer Gets a Star

he recent Forbes’ annual survey of 200 large US

charities highlighted ten that shine - Heifer was

one of the ten. Forbes rated the charities on how
efficiently they collected and distributed charity. Heifer
scores excellent marks on the three key efficiency ratios,
namely the Charitable Commitment, Fundraising
Efficiency and Donor Dependency. The merit gained
proves that Heifer’s years of effort are highly regarded.
It will definitely be an impetus to all Heifer’s members
whose hard work pays off. Keep up with all the good
work! E

Heifer International - Hong Kong
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9B, Kai Kwong Commercial Building, 332-334 Lockhart Road, Warthai, Hong Kong
T: 2368 0227 | F: 2368 0217 | www.heiferhk.org
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